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“There’s no guarantee that the 
intended audience will notice, read, 
or respond to its content…
To a large extend, people’s 
perception and comprehension of 
the printed word are influenced by 
how it is presented.” (Evans & Thomas, p 39) 

Evans, P. & Thomas, M. A. (2008). Exploring the elements of 
design (2nd ed): An introduction to the essential principles, 
elements & concepts of visual communication. Clifton Park, 
NJ: Thomson. (p. 39)



A well chosen 
approach can crate 
visual appeal



Does type function as a means to add an expression to a given message?



Does type function as a compositional element?



What is a typographic 
hierarchy? (Ibid, p. 40)

How can type be used to 
create unity? 

Same some examples.

How do you mix typefaces 
effectively?

type as a 
design 
element



Line after another becomes a 
paragraph. 

The lines are now a shape. 

Changes in weight and scale 
introduce hierarchy. 

Samara, T. (2002). Making and breaking the grid: A graphic 
design layout workshop. Gloucester, MA: Rockport. 



Type as line

Type as shape

Type as texture

type as a 
design 
element

Evans, P. & Thomas, M. A. (2008). pp. 46 - 48



We've been pulling the wool over your eyes since 1920.
Advertising Agency: Target, St. John's, Canada
Creative Director: Tom Murphy
Art Directors: Jessica Tipping, James Jung
Copywriters: Sarah Watton, Jenny Smith
Photographer: Ned Pratt
Published: December 2007

Type as line.

http://www.targetmarketing.ca/


We've been pulling the wool over your eyes since 1920.
Advertising Agency: Target, St. John's, Canada
Creative Director: Tom Murphy
Art Directors: Jessica Tipping, James Jung
Copywriters: Sarah Watton, Jenny Smith
Photographer: Ned Pratt
Published: December 2007

How does the type in this ad 
make you feel?

http://www.targetmarketing.ca/


Type as line.



Evans, P. & Thomas, M. A. (2008). pp. 46 - 48

Type as shape



Type as texture



types are 
people too

Like people, typefaces have gender characteristics.

Typefaces can express a broad range of moods.

Typefaces convey period looks as well as an ethnic or 
cultural sensibilities. 



masculine

MASCULINE



Typeface is not to be taken for granted as they can affect the flow 
of information presented.

It generates the “look and feel” of a layout.

Letterforms differ in cap height, x-height, forms (serif vs. san serif)

Letterform    gX-height

Cap height

Ascender

Descender

Counter

Serif

San serif (without serif)



Letter spacing

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure
dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse
cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non 
proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt
mollit anim id est laborum

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor

incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud

exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure

dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse
cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 

Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non 
proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt

mollit anim id est laborum

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor

incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud

exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure

dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse
cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 

Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non 
proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt

mollit anim id est laborum

Left justified/ragged right Centered

Right justified/ragged left

Justified. Text appear boxed in. 
Try this arrangement in InDesign.

Experiment with leading and kerning in 
Adobe InDesign



Letter spacing
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu
fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa 
qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore
magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat
cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum

Typefaces set in the same pt 
size vary from different from 
each other. It is helpful to set a 
short passage, perhaps a 
double-page spread, to 
anticipate the line length of a 
chosen type. 

Times, 18 pt



Letter spacing
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod
tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea 
commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate
velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat
cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate
velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat
cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum

Typefaces set in the same pt 
size vary from different from 
each other. It is helpful to set a 
short passage, perhaps a 
double-page spread, to 
anticipate the line length of a 
chosen type. 

Arial, 18 pt



At last winter is finished and, from the ground 
where a seed has dropped, a vertical green blade 
appears. The sun starts to make itself felt and the 
green shoots grow. It is a tree, but so small no 
one recognizes it yet. Little by little it grows… it 
begins to branch, buds germinate on its branches, 
other branches spring from the buds, other leaves 
from the branches, and so on. …Almost 
everywhere a seed falls, a new tree will grow.

Typeface: Tempus sans



At last winter is finished and, from the 
ground where a seed has dropped, a 
vertical green blade appears. The sun 
starts to make itself felt and the green 
shoots grow. It is a tree, but so small 
no one recognizes it yet. Little by little 
it grows… it begins to branch, buds 
germinate on its branches, other 
branches spring from the buds, other 
leaves from the branches, and so on. 
…Almost everywhere a seed falls, a 
new tree will grow.
Typeface: Avenir

Type size:
30 points 

Leading
(or line spacing:
35 points 



400 pts 200 pts
E
100 pts

E
50 pts

E
25 pts

LETTER SPACING

L E T T E R   S P A C I N G
Remember CARPARK?



Serif Sans serif
Old style – direct descendants of Roman letterforms

Modern – a style of Roman type with extreme thick and thin contrast 

script – resemble handwriting

DECORATIVE – highly stylized and suitable only for display use.

typeface 
classifications

Evans, P. & Thomas, M. A. (2008). pp. 46 - 48



Type can convey a mood or tone for a company or product 
names or logotypes.

It has “voice” and can express a broad range of attitudes.

Suitable for magazine articles, book and movie titles, and 
entertainment graphics, product packaging, advertisement 
campaigns…

to elicit an emotional response in the viewer.

using type 
expressively

Evans, P. & Thomas, M. A. (2008). pp. 46 - 61











Words connect to each other 
to create a line of thought, a 
line on the page, a visual 
element, a spatial element but 
with direction, movement, 
areas are defined. 

Samara, T. (2002). Making and breaking the grid: A graphic 
design layout workshop. Gloucester, MA: Rockport. 



Typography can impose a set of 
beliefs, national characteristics, 
cultural or political ideas.

Type size and style should be 
chosen in relation to the nature 
of the readership, material, 
book, purpose and format, 
historical precedents, 
multilingual publishing, practical 
issues of legibility.

Novels for adult readers are 
typically set in 8.5 to 10 pts.

Reversing text (white text on 
black background) creates 
strong figure-ground segregation 
but it also impacts legibility.



http://www.thijsverbeek.nl/index5.html

How about this one?

http://www.thijsverbeek.nl/index5.html
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